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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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2a)K This action is FINAL. 2b)D This action is non-final. 
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Application Papers 
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Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121 (d). 
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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.1 14, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.1 14. Applicant's submission filed on August 
18, 2005 has been entered. 

2. Claims 6-15 are pending in this application. 



Response to Arguments/Amendment 

3. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 6-1 5 have been considered but 
are not persuasive. 

In the arguments, applicant states that Moran does not teach the claimed 
limitation of "a planning engine, coupled to the user interface, and configured to perform 
the steps of allocating the planning data to a plurality of items, each item having at least 
one variable, and each item configured to be present in or absent from each life cycle 
plan". Examiner respectfully disagrees. In response to the arguments, examiner submits 
that Moran discloses "a planning engine, coupled to the user interface, and configured 
to perform the steps of allocating the planning data to a plurality of items, each item 
having at least one variable, and each item configured to be present in or absent from 
each life cycle plan" (see figures 1, 7, 10-27, 29-31; and column 6, lines 5-25; Financial 
Advisory Service (FAS) 10 includes a User Interface 230 for receiving life cycle planning 



Application/Control Number: 09/580,670 Page 3 

Art Unit: 3628 

data from a user and displaying plan results to the user; column 7, lines 35-60; FAS 10 
displays the FAS Windows containing the program menu allows the user to access, 
create, edit the planning data; and figures 9-11 and column 11, line 50-column 13, line 
67; in the Economic Groups 200, each item identifies a member of family (Graig Burke, 
Melanie Burke, Joshua Burke, Jenny Burke), with variables are date of birth, status as 
dependent; figures 20-27; Assets, Liabilities, Policies, Income, Expenses, in the Assets 
group, each item identifies name of the asset, with variables are owner, current value, 
tax status, etc..)- For example, see column 16, lines 1-16, in the event Craig Burke 
unexpectedly dies, Craig Burke wants his son Joshua to go to Kansas State University 
instead of Harvard, the item "sending Joshua to Harvard" represents Craig's Investment 
present goal 265, the item "sending Joshua to Kansas State University" represents 
Craig's Sappy investment goal 270, thus the item "sending Joshua to Harvard" presents 
in Craig's Investment present goal 265 and absents from Craig's Sappy investment goal 
270. the item "sending Joshua to Kansas State University" presents in Craig's Sappy 
investment goal 270 and absent from Craig's Investment present goal 265 . Therefore, 
Moran satisfies the limitation "an item is configured to be present in or absent from each 
life cycle plan. 

In conclusion, for the reason set forth above, examiner decides to maintain the 
previous rejection using Moran reference (also see details below) and make this Office 
action FINAL. 

4. This is a RCE of applicant's earlier Application No. 09/580,670. All claims are 
drawn to the same invention claimed in the earlier application and could have been 
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finally rejected on the grounds and art of record in the next Office action if they had 
been entered in the earlier application. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL 
even though it is a first action in this case. See MPEP § 706.07(b). Applicant is 
reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no, however, event will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

5. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

6. Claims 6-15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Moran, 
U.S. Patent No. 6,430,542. 



Application/Control Number: 09/580,670 Page 5 

Art Unit: 3628 

Regarding to claim 6, Moran discloses a system for making computer- 
implemented multiple life cycle plans, comprising: 

a user interface including data entry elements for receiving life cycle planning 
data from a user and displaying plan results to the user (figures 1 , 7, 10-27, 29-31 ; and 
column 6, lines 5-25; Financial Advisory Service (FAS) 10 includes a User Interface 230 
for receiving life cycle planning data from a user and displaying plan results to the user); 
and 

a planning engine, coupled to the user interface (column 7, lines 35-60; FAS 10 
displays the FAS Windows containing the program menu allows the user to access, 
create, edit the planning data) and configured to perform the steps of: 

allocating the planning data to a plurality of items, each item having at least 
one variable, and each item configured to be present in or absent from each life cycle 
plan (figures 9-1 1 and column 1 1 , line 50-column 13, line 67; in the Economic Groups 
200, each item identifies a member of family (Graig Burke, Melanie Burke, Joshua 
Burke, Jenny Burke), with variables are date of birth, status as dependent; figures 20- 
27; Assets, Liabilities, Policies, Income, Expenses, in the Assets group, each item 
identifies name of the asset, with variables are owner, current value, tax status, etc.); 
and 

determining a plan result for each plan using only the items that are present 
in the plan (figure 30 and column 20, lines 20-43; e.g. determining the result for the 
death of Melanie plan; column 25, lines 35-60; determining the result for the death of a 
client plan). 
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Regarding to claim 7, Moran discloses a computer-implemented method from 
managing multiple life cycle plans, each plan including at least one item, each item 
having at least one variable, the results of a plan depending on the values of variables 
of the items of the plan, the method comprising: 

determining values of item variables for a first set of items (column 25, lines 35-40; 
column 27, lines 20-38; planning if a client dies today, settles the estate, assigns a 
specific amount of money to the survivors, the wife and children begin to work, 
retirement plans, spend money, make money, pay for education, etc.); 

constructing a first plan according to the first set of items, and storing an indication 
that each item in the first set of items is active in the first plan (column 25, lines 35-40; 
column 27, lines 20-38; the first plan is "client dies today", planning if a client dies today, 
settles the estate, assigns a specific amount of money to the survivors, the wife and 
children begin to work, retirement plans, spend money, make money, pay for education, 
etc.); 

determining values of item variables for a second set of items (column 25, lines 
55-column 26, line 23; column 27, lines 40-67; planning if a client dies five years later, 
recalculating settles the estate, assigns a specific amount of money to the survivors, the 
wife and children begin to work, retirement plans, spend money, make money, pay for 
education, etc.); 

constructing a second plan according to the second set of items, the second set of 
items including at least one item from the first set of items, and storing an indication that 
each item in the second set of items is active in the second plan (column 25, lines 55- 
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column 26, line 23; column 27, lines 40-67; the second plan is "client dies in fives years" 
planning if a client dies five years later, recalculating settles the estate, assigns a 
specific amount of money to the survivors, the wife and children begin to work, 
retirement plans, spend money, make money, pay for education, etc.); 

determining a results for each plan according to the items active in the plan; and 
displaying the results (column 27, lines 20-60 and figures 36-37; determining the results 
of different dying dates of the client and displaying the results in the graphs). 

Regarding to claim 8, Moran further discloses storing an indication that each item 
not in the second set of items is not active in the second plan (column 27, lines 20-60; in 
the second plan, because the client dies five years later, thus "the client dies today" in 
the first plan is not active in the second plan). 

Regarding to claim 9, Moran further discloses: 

receiving an indication that an item not in the second set of items should be added 
to the second plan (column 27, lines 20-60; in the second plan, because the client dies 
five years later, thus "the client dies today" in the first plan is not active in the second 
plan) ; 

storing an indication that the item is active in the second plan (column 27, lines 
20-60; "client dies in five years is active in the second plan); 

determining a new result for the second plan according to the second set of items 
and the item for which an indication was received; and displaying the result (column 27, 
lines 20-60 and figures 36-37; determining the results of different dying dates of the 
client and displaying the results in the graphs). 
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Regarding to claim 10, Moran further discloses: 

receiving a new value of an item variable of one of the items in the first set of 
items (column 27, lines 20-60; the date of the client dies (today) in first plan is changed 
to five years later for constructing a second plan); 

determining a new result for each plan including the item; and displaying the result 
(column 27, lines 20-60 and figures 36-37; determining the results of different dying 
dates of the client and displaying the results in the graphs). 

Claims 11-14 are written in computer software that parallel the limitations found in 
claims 7-10 above, therefore, are rejected by the same rationale. 

Claim 15 is written in means that parallel the limitations found in claim 7 above, 
therefore, is rejected by the same rationale. 

Conclusion 

7. Claims 6-1 5 are rejected. 

8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to examiner Nga B. Nguyen whose telephone number is 
(571) 272-6796. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday from 
9:00AM-6:00PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Hyung S. Sough can be reached on (571) 272-6799. 
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Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the Group receptionist whose telephone number is 
(703) 306-1113. 

9. Any response to this action should be mailed to: 

Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 
C/o Technology Center 3600 
Washington, DC 20231 

Or faxed to: 

(571 ) 273-8300 (for formal communication intended for entry), 

or 

(571) 273-0325 (for informal or draft communication, please label 
"PROPOSED" or "DRAFT"). 

Hand-delivered responses should be brought to Knox building, 501 Dulany 
Street, Alexandria, VA, First Floor (Receptionist). 



Nga B. Nguyen 
November 16, 2005 



